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M HER LOS5 ANGELES office, interior designer Alexandra
."';rl_n:|-.' would ofiten fix Fabric soan Fies amsl it l\.,.|1||'|'\-|\'-, Th]
her pin board as she mulled over a projece, But several years

apc, surmouded I!HI.' treeways and the fast ceeadinill af LA lidi.
Alexandry |"L':_.L-Il'l AFFIAEIE H1|'|'|l.'l|l|l|_-_: Cante different on the
wallz picces of bark, bunches of wild flowers and photographs

ol {1 '-!uu'l:lllj; from green o |.|;nl.,l.

The bocanical collectrmes were freshly plucked from a 21-hectare
chunk of coast in far off Mova Scotia char Alexandra had bougn
with her husband Elsor, Pruriang her busicst days, dealing with
demanding clicnts and tghe deadlines, gazmng at deese invecations
al a leebe pavce of castern Canada wonld Iau_-lp L:,-.,-|'- her sapne

The Angles lad already rransiormed a sering of homes,

i hsding a 19208 Hollywoid apantment, a Mew York bofi,

a hilkide bungalow in California and a Ih-century Maine
brmhouse. They were used o buving, selling and fintng w
thie next promect, Uinattached was ohe way o Bt

Tt was until their Land ar Cape Bretoa Bland pa ghe brakes
ofh their relentless search for somethang better, The onginal idea,
says Abexandra, was 1o "build a frmbouse, play with i, ansd then
move on . Bur such was the power and resonance of the place
thiar thcar |:-'.'|J‘.|l.m-|u|1 with 1 L||.|i|.5L|'_c 1!|.'|,"|'\I-|:|'|l_‘\!. Thigs was
spnewhere they wanted o call home — honae for it

“Is a small deail, buae 1 rensember whaen we were driving
oart 1o look at the site, amd | just lowed the way the sades of

tha poad werent mowed — all the wild flowers st drageed

all ewer the road.” Alexandra recalle, It reminded her of her
childbood, growing e on a G in Vermaont, >
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C1LCCEWISE, FROM TOP LEFT Tha
bBathroarnm indludes an ILESm sk and
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codfupatad cardiboard, this Piet Boom
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I think we knew pretty quickly that

“1 thaink we knew pretty quickly that this was gong
tew bie oair “alweans lvonse

15 thie wiewe, The Arveles ave bastle chear hanase oas sasch

a hagh promontory that i appears po float over the coast,
||:-\.'\-|:|||'_' |:|||'\-_ clifls and ocean 'i;.':-\.'.lll before ilsem ke
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up hire, Youn can book nglit down thee shoreline mn
Isoth directions uiid also wresrwands o the sunser
Apd the view 15 full of details that demand closer

i'""i""" troin. Tiele TR I 1k

(a0 &% |I.':'_|::J:|'| a5 knives amd I;.w-rl-.- LCF 'IF'"': wilglhife

'
banascuilars are ||.-..'\-||.-_|

that wachades whales, caggles and deer

While Cape Breton is 3 four-taour fHighe from Los

Anpeles, amd home for only two or three months over

=T, ghiis |'||.||| if s il « -\.'\-:II'\-‘:.'. BYVIRE AEiTe
soanething to look forward o over the rest of the year
| S "'.|.|'.||"H. FEFH 1\..'\-|L-\.'.| I\.|.:I|| Eil u.!||r.-._| 0l ;'_l.n.-\.

aml steel structure, basi then realsed thar 3 smaege shinggle

this was going to be our always bome”

cottage would be much more in keeg

et o th ||.|-u.-,'||||.',|:!|_|.LI|.'\-||

ing with the locale

il u:ll'.l.\,l. e \'_-ul'\.. i -.|||-.r 1154 r||._- CRLFCIN !'-_|Iq."\.
thiar Potver the coast in swtomn, “We realised we wamned
something that looked like it was of the land,” Eliot oy,
- Alexandia’s
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prageant outskbe thiar windoss, Each room s
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Another life hangrng: o r the Anghbes has been
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Elefe toddlmge about has put an end 1o afternoons curled

o book. D summers

up an the wonsbow seat with a
i their “hogse omn the il ane sall unstroctarsd and

lamruid, Theres time o take a rest when Elefc has an

G I ||.||I Lepincly is |'.-.||.||.|l,' sligescce of the deck
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the place where they can b i tomnse wily nadure
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