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v the liwing room of a Cape Cod-ityle cottage on a
canal in Venice, Calsfornia, designer Alexandra Angle
freely mived checks and stripes with pillows by Peter
Dunham She added a Cowntry Swedsh Gripsholm arm-
chair and a primithee Queen Anne-style tea table with &
bench of her own detsgn that complements both styles
SPPOLITE Once enclased by drywall, the new slmircaze i
a streamdined take on tradvtional railings. An endarged
window lets sunlight in to play on the blue Egyptian
Eln w5 chandelier fram Lira Sherman Antigues




BAYID A, KEEPS: May | say that this house
looks really yummy?

ALEWAMDRA ANGLE: It's like cne of those
long., beautiful ribbon candies in
white and blue, with a yellow stripe.
IU's young. light, and happy. Houses
need tomake you experience a fecling,
and each room should tell a story.,
How does this story go?

Omce upon a time there was a house
that had gotten lost. It was a dark
miess, And a nice Little family found
it and decided to make it their own.
They wanted it to be pretty, with fun
things, a place that says, ‘Come and
play with me.’

Describe the dark mess.

Every wall and ceiling was drywall,
with sprayed-on texture. There were
plastic mullions on every window and
doar. There were prefab wood floors,
bots of built-in wardrobes and heavy-
looking cabinets, a Moor-to-ceiling
mirrored wall in the dining area, a
looming solid banister staircase, an
enclosed kitchen.

In what warys did you wave your magic
makeover wand?

We opened it up and brought in light.
We put in new windows and doors,
new floors, added beadboard to the
walls, and gave it a Scandinavian
summieT style.

And let's please not overlook that drop-
dead fireplace.

It was inspired by antique Swedish
tile stoves, There was just a plain fire-
box there, and | came up with the idea
of tling the wall with antique Portu-
guese tiles. | took them all the way up
tomake it more of a focal point.

Aren't white floors a luxury in a house
with kids and a dog?

W used antique wide-plank pine and
stained it with a nontoxic German
finish that seems indestructible, You
can drag something acroas it and just
wipe the black marks up.

dren't pine floors notoriously soft?
The whole point was te have some-
thing that would show wear and tear,
like those older East Coast country
houses. That's why [ like painted
furniture that will distress with ele-
gance. It's not going to look worse as
dirty hands touch it

ARCAT Wi
Cottage Windsor
armchairs sir
rioind & Litehind
d=hifg table from
Courtry Swiedizh
i B diming area
Yallow thades add
a lemany punch
to the matte-
wihild CRAl-FEian
bird chandelier.
OFPOSATE Antique
Portuguese tiley
make the minimal-
it hearth the
centerpiece of the
livimg rocam. i
dictated the color
palette,” Angle
says. Wally are
painted Farrow &
Ballrg Wimbarne
White; trim ks
Bengamin Moare s
Clais Slipper.

Tha coffes table,
an Angle design,
references the
outdonrs with

i picnéc-bench
silhouette, Aot
Plakd rug by Eliza-
Bl Eaking.

You seem to like leggy furniture, too.

1 like stripes and lines, and legs give
you that. | alsolike seeing SOME Space
under a plece of furniture. [ dont doa
lot of slipeovering or skirting.

This house mixes Americana and Swed-
ish country. Are we in the midst of a
Scandinavian revival?

[t does seem so. There's a trend toward
being unpretentious and relaxed and
real, and people like airy spaces, The
way Scandinavians bring light into.a
reom, having these long dark winters,
is amazing. People seem to like the
simplicity of the historical Gustavian
pieces, and the contemporary furni-
ture is novel and a little bit wacky and
verywell crafted.

Some decorators base thelr schemes
on rugs. Where do you start?

Rugs can be art, but [ look at the art
collection. It's going to land in the
house, and you can either enhanoe it
with your design or turn it into trou-
blesome spots on the wall Aghting the
design around it. which doesn't make
ANy sense,

What gives you the decor chills?

I don't like things that feel sterile
There has to be some texture, like
worn slairs or a beat-up antique ina
minimal house. But not overdone., |
love mixing things up, but not just for
the sake of it. | don't like 10,000 layers
of something unless it's an Bo-year-
old woman who's been collecting all
her life, and then it makes sense,
When you're 8o, what will you have
amassed?

There's nothing [ collect for the sake of
ecallecting. I take secdpods and rocks
from the beach; I take beautiful dead
beetles, butterflies, or moths and put
them in glass display boxes or make a
Huthe pile on shelves around the house,
I do have a ot of china. 1t's an inher-
ited habit from my grandmother,
She had 25 sets and never used any of
them. We didn't use our Deshoulifres
wodding china for 10 years, but now
vz eat on it every day. Because why do
you own it if vou don’t use it?

If you were Mrs, Blandings, how would
you decorate your dream house?

Mo froufrou, It would have hand-
crafted things, some Danish, some of
my designs, all simple and textured
with wicker, felt, and really heavily
woven linens and cotlons,

Do you ever shop from catalogs?

1 use them sometimes, but using a lot
of pleces from them in one place is not
o great idea. And [ can’t stand things
that are supposed to look like some-
thing they're not. A bad period repro-
duction is like bad plastic surgery.
What simple luxuries can you simply
ot live without?

HPR, a great cup of espresso in the
morning, and really good stereo
speakers. Music is important. | listen
to Michael Franti, Ben Harper, Bob
Marley, and a lot af Blues.

What would you be if you weren't a
decorator?

I'd be a Japanese chef, which | was
before | went to college. | made bai-
seki, the very formal meals of tea cere-
minicE, It's the haute cuisine—small
dishes with a beaitiful presentation.
[t's practical art. art you caneat. And
I think interior design is art you can
live in.

STPLIST SEAN MeCOwWAN
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The small blue ¢ patio iz hedged in for pri-
vacy. Teak fur Mecox Gardens faus-bois

ppar cabimetry and replaced it with
GREN painted Farrow & Balls Teresa's
Green pe-Ffnithed bin pulli and
knobs by He i B B LoD @iy, Yo
need something dar n grounded.”
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Angle turned a dark corner into &8 tiny noak fae
reading. & vE: She converied an upitairs walk-in
closel into & hig-and=-herd ofTice w1 Beadboard
paneling painted Benjamin Moore Blue Hare on
Both the walls and ceiling make the master bedroam
*Feel shiplike ™ Two distinetive lampi—Jlohn Derian's

Ureen Drganie Grd and lamie Young™s Dalton—add
& twidh. "l don't like everything to be matcby Aty
ingle says. ~It's m little eppreiiive and Leems totally
unnatuwrel.” Lapis Koshi guilt by lohn Aobshaw. West
Elm headbaard, FOR WOBE DETAILS, SEE AESOURCES







